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How good wouldwe be

emergency
"The CommonwealthGovernmentencourages people around Australia

to report unusualsightingssuch as

unauthorised
landings,

mattersof quarantineconcern,
foreign fishing vesselsand any othermatterswhich

mightbe of
interest to surveillanceauthorities"- a quotationfrom a recent pressrelease by the

publicrelations service of the
DepartmentofTransport,

in the name of the
Australian

An
accompanying

pamphlet
informs

us that "YOU can assist
the

CoastalSurveillanceOrganisationby reporting:

- vesselswhichmaybe
in
difficulties

- oi!pollutionat
sea

- unauthorised
landings

- any mattersofquarantineconcern
- foreign fishing vessels

,

- anyunusualactivitieswhichmaybe of
inter

estto coastal surveillance authorities

Peopleare
invited

to havea free
STD or trunk callto tfai

Centre
in

Canberra
(062) 47 6666.

TheAustralianCoastalSurveillanceCentrewas
formerly the MarineOperationsCentre

-

which,
for

example,co-ordinated
the search for the ill fated

'Blythe Star'-
is
partof the

CommonwealthDepartment
ofTransport,

and is

manned24 hoursa day.in the
wordsofMinisterfor TransportPeterNixon:

"thenew

program
reflects the

Government'sconcern over

increased
evidence of smuggling, unauthorised

landings,

quarantinebreachesand other illegal activities

along Australia'snortherncoastline."This
in itself

should giveus
assurancethat this increased surveillance

capacity
is
not

in anticipationofan imminent

threat to our
own shores, as remote asweare

from



King Island News (Currie, King Island : 1912 - 1986, Wednesday 13 December 1978, page 8 (2)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article264830068

the drug
immigrants appearingon PorkyBeach,or even the

incidence of
foot and mouthdisease;nor,hopefully,

is it a reaction
to a callat the

UnitedNations
for unidentified

flying
objectsto be added to the

UN's
'list

of concerns'.
(Sir EricGairy,PrimeMinisterof

specialpolitical
committee two

weeksago,said the

UFO incident offKingIsland "seemeda compelling

reason to
take a serious look at the

UFO phenom-

enon'.
Anachronistically,

it is
not the isolated

natureof

King Island
in the event of an emergency, nor the

permanent
threat from the dangersofthe sea which

surrounds
us,nor,

indeed, the threat from
UFOs

which has
forced a greaterawarenesson usrecently,

but,in fact,
an announcement from the

Directorof,

EnvironmentControl
that

Councilswhosebound-
'
ary forms partof the coastline should havenomin-.

ated land
supervisors trained in,the

methodof shore

clean up asinformation
necessary
partof a

to
national
combat

plan
pollution

to provide
of the

sea byoil.

According
to retiring King

Island

Harbourmaster,CapLMorven
Fleming,whoattendeda

familiarisation seminar
in

Hobarton
behalfof the

MarineBoard,a verysophisticatedorganisation

now existsto combat a problemofthis nature.

Althougha spillageof oilon the
King

Island
coast

is

not

expected,otherthan quicklyevapouratingfuel oil,should an

emergency of this naturearisewithwhich
the

MarineBoard
could notcope,

'in

a matterof a veryshorttime a Hercules
transport

wouldarriveat Currieairportwithall
the technical

resources necessaryto dealwith
the problem'.

^
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Clearly
it is tempting to ash,

if

we are so wellbacked
for

emergencywhich
is regarded as remote even undera refined

contingency plan,how muchmoresophisticatedarewe
today,

twenty years later, in
avoidingthe tragedy in loss

of
life

which

Why weren't
locally

based aircraft,withknowledge of the e
locality,

permittedto conduct a searchafterthe reporting ofa
lights in the

CapeWickhamarea,
in

preferencefor aircraftT

directed
from the

mainlandwhicharrivedsome sixhoursafter
,

the local

aircraftwereavailable?It

does
seem anachronistic that we are

betterfr

equipped
to dealwith(^pillage on our

beachesiF
than the

possiblesaving;of Gve?at
liveS"at sea.

T

As an
Island, and therefore

moreexposed
to th

consequences
of an emergency of -any sort, it

i

appearsthat
there

maybe serious gaps in our ability

to meet such
emergencies, particularlywherewe

may need
to be substantially self reliant in the light

ofour
remote location.

And
that in view of this, the

willingness
of local pilots,as an example, to providej

an
immediate response are to be valued to jpilotstP

unfamiliarwiththe
terrain and situated "at a

distance.
CaptainFleming

in fact seesourcommunity as extremelywell
equipped,particularly

in the availabilityofcompetent people.;

CaptainFleming
is trained in the valueofmakingdecisions

a givenpointoftime - the type oftraining
whichmakesships

Masters
�on the basisthat some decision

is

betterthan none.
The maindifficulty

that a coordinator in any
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emergency resources availableon the Island
are1

unablecommunicate to each other,other than

bytelephone; each service beingallocateda separate!

and unco-ordinatedreceiving and transmitting:

wavelength
-

marine
- fishing vessels- aircraft

police- fire services.

The StateEmergencyService,as a co-ordinating
instrument

was establishedby
legislation in

1976.Oneof
its

provisions
js that each municipality

is required to 'prepare

a local

counter disasterplan to deal withall counter disaster

measureswithin
its

area'.

TheMunicipalitydoeshavea'MunicipalFirePlan',

and

through purchaseof mobileratio equipment

h^the^abUityjtojjo^rdLoalfeJsyithmembersJ^tihe,

AeroClub
for the purposeof

locating
possible:

dangerpointsfar
in advance of the ground resources!

whichwouldotherwisebeavailable.Theequipment.
has been tested and found to be

in excellent

operatingcondition.
However

the same facilities do not

exist
in the eventof needingto co-ordinatemaritimevessels,

fishing vesselsand aircraft
in the eventoftragedy at sea,and

mergencyeventsof any sorthave no directcommunication

ccessto eitherairorseacraft. �

he prospectsof correctingthis situationare fraught by the

alreadyovercrowded radio frequencies
whichexist

for transmitting

myriadsof
items

of
information

on a two-way basis-

om heartpalpitationsto a base hospitalto ffeh pricesat
lemington.

he AustralianCoastalSurveillanceCentre
therefore appearsto

be
e

a compromise,that at!eastthe bestemergencyequipment

s availableat a givenpoint
in time even

if the application
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those resources cannot be coordinatedadequatelywith
the

besthuman resources � those
with

the local
knowledge,and

the capacityto makedecisions.jTo quote from the handbook published by th

Directorof EmergencyServices- REMEMBER�ANY
UN

IS

BETTERTHAN NO PLAN!
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The
latest

editionofthe LockheedC130Hercules
aircraft<<|

the latest
editionto

the
RAAF

fleet - Departmentof

Operations
Canberra.

Australian Surveillance
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RAN patrolboat,HKAS Ardent,on coasts!surveillancej


